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EVERYONE NEEDS A SQUPERHERO.
SOMEONE WHO SAVES THE DAY
WHEN ALL SEEMS LOST.

WHO BRINGS HOPE
WHEN TIMES FEEL HOPELESS.

Fortunately, 20,000 Big Shoulders Fund school children have you.
Your mild-mannered generosity has turned the Big Shoulders Fund into a powerful force for good.

Working side by side with principals, teachers, families,
and the students themselves, you form an unstoppable team.
Lifting schools. Elevating entire communities.

And creating the next generation of superheroes
by helping their young dreams take flight.

TOGETHER, WE ALL SOAR.
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AQ TRANSFORMED INTO A MIGHTY
FORCE WITH A DIVERSE SET OF
R > NG CAPABILITIES THAT HELP POWER

AC AN ORGANIZATION WITH o __ e — SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO BOLD NEW
aonouiae roovcor eacno QP HEIGHTS. TO DATE, BIG SHOULDERS FUND
HAS RAISED A WHOPPING $375 MILLION.

e

SCHOLARSHIPS + OPERATING GRANTS PATRONS PROGRAM + AUXILIARY BOARD « CHAIRMEN'S ADVISORY COUNCIL » BIG SHOULDERS FUND MATH INITIATIVE « VOLUNTEERISM « STUDENT ENRICHMENT « LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM < COLLEGE ACCESS + SUPPORT + ALUMNI ADVANCEMENT « INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM + STEM INITIATIVE « TEACHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM » DATA ANALYSIS INITIATIVE - COVERED SCHOOLS < EARLY HIGH SCHOOL BRIDGE PROGRAMS < INNOVATION/ TECHNOLOGY « AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS
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WONDErWOmen + SYPErMen

LOYOLA FOUNDERS AWARD CHICAGQ IDEAS WEEK STUDENT AMBASSADOR AND
EY ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETITION AND W . . PRINCIPAL CHRISTINE BOYD STADDLE CAMP JUNIOR COUNSELOR
BETTER BEGINS WITH YOU AWARD GLOBAL FINALIST 0 @58 STUDENT SUS
BOARD MEMBER LEE HENDERSON N | . £

ERIKSON INSTITUTE BARBARA BOWMAN
LEADERSHIP FELLOW AND

THE CHICAGO COUNCIL ON GLOBAL

AFFAIRS EMERGING LEADER

NCEA LEARN. LEAD. PROCLAIM. AWARD
STAFF MEMBER REBECCA LINDSAY-RYAN

PRINCIPAL DENISE SPELLS

THESE REMARKABLE

WOMEN AND MEN HAVE

WORKED WONDERS THAT
EARNED RECOGNITION

ALL-STATE AND

ALL-CHICAGO FOR THEMSELVES AND

CATHOLIC LEAGUE f THEIR SCHOOLS.
STUDENT FRED
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The Big Shoulders Fund Fellowship Program
enlists help from college students skilled in
marketing and communications to help accelerate
enroliment growth in Big Shoulders Fund schools.

Drawing from Big Shoulders Fund alumni, this
summer’s Fellows spurred fantastic growth:

5% 243

ADDITIONAL
HiCes  emosreome
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THE BIG SHOULDERS
FuND COVERED SCHOOLS
INITIATIVE PARTNERS WITH
LOCAL COMIMUNITIES TO
CREATE A DYWNAMIC OuO
THAT PIROTECTS AGAINST
SCHOOL CLOSINGS WITH
IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL
SUPPORT AND LONG-TEIRIT
FLANNING.

THE RESULTS ARE

A BEACON OF HOFE:
IMPROVED ACADEMIC
OuTCOmES AND
ENROLLMENT AND
DECREASED DEFICITS.



LAB
EXPERIMENT
GOES
SHOCKINGLY
RIGHT!

Big Shoulders Fund
Innovation Leader Kristin
Ziemke partners with
teachers and staff at the
Academy of St. Benedict
the African and St. Ann
School to create a flexible
innovation lab offering
students cutting-edge
resources and experiences
like Newsela, Dash and
Osmo, Girls Who Code,
FlipGrid, SeeSaw, and
Wonderopolis. Students
emerge with super new
STEM strengths.

Look for more

Big Shoulders Fund
innovation labs coming
to a school near you!

Initial labs supported by
GATX and Valor Equity
Partners.
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AMAZING
COLOSSAL
OPPORTUNITIES!
INCREDIBLE
SHRINKING

BIG SHOULDERS FUND
TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS
DO TWO WONDROUS THINGS:

THEY PROVIDE TAX BENEFITS FOR PONORS
AND EVEN GREATER BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS.
MORE THAN 1,200 STUPENTS RECEIVED
CRUCIAL SUPPORT FROM THESE SCHOLARSHIPS
LAST YEAR. ANOTHER 600 STUPENTS
BENEFITED FROM THE FIRST-TIME OPPORTUNITY
SCHOLARSHIP WHICH BROUBGHT IN STUDENTS NEW
TO BIG SHOULPERS FUND SCHOOLS WITH
A THREE-YEAR SCHOLARSHIR

ADD ON OTHER NEW
RENEWABLE SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMS-LIKE THE BERENS FAMILY
SCHOLARSHIR KIERAS SCHOLARSHIR
LEONARD H. LAVIN HONORARY
SCHOLARSHIP ST. PHILIP NERI
SCHOLARSHIP HENRY SETHNESS
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TENGELSEN
FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP CHRIS AND PRIVA
VALENTI SCHOLARSHIR AND THOMAS 5.000
2BIERSKI SCHOLARSHIP-AND A TOTAL OPPORTUNITIES
OF ALMOST 5,000 STUPENTS T0 DO SOMETHING
RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIP HELR AMAZING.
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NEARLY 75%

OF ALUMNI HAVE DONATED T0
52% A CHARITY IN THE LAST YEAR VS.
67% OF ALL U.S. HOUSEHOLDS

85%

OF ALUMNI LIVE IN THE OF ALUMNI LIVE

IN THE CITY
CHICAGO METRO AREA DONATE TODAY

HELP C[TIZENS

S

PROSPER!

Alumni of Big Shoulders Fund schools go on to do big things in their communities.
With help from the Alumni Advancement Program, surveys have shown our alumni
go on to vote, donate, volunteer, study, and work at rates higher than their peers.

BACHELOR'S OR BEYOND

Comparable age groups

23% \

AFRICAN-AMERICAN

60%

o

HISPANIC

6IN 10

HAVE SAVED FOR

RETIREMENT VQ.

‘ BIG SHOULDERS ALUMNI ‘ CHICAGO METRO POPULATION U.S. POPULATION TWION%IRQDz G%AGTL%WDE
WHO HAVE NO

,9 RETIREMENT CAVINGS

57%
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The Big Shoulders Fund Media Literacy and Civics Program,
generously supported by the Robert R. McCormick Foundation,
helps students navigate the light-speed world of 24-hour news,
social media, and digital information overload. Students develop critical
thinking and a greater perspective of history’s place in an instant age.
And the role of literature in a time of 280 Twitter characters.

Z/
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career opportunities. Now in its | REaREIAR
Program features a system-widg{glelgg]el=iiiile)
class best manages its portfoliol | AVEEIgS
Immaculate Conception School [slyR@llecTelel: 3
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CAN YOU
SPOT THE

2 N9
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EVERYONE HAS
THEIR OWN SUPERPOWER.
THAT'S WHY "ALL ARE WELCOME"
IS A PHILOSOPHY WE BELIEVE IN. AND
A PROGRAM NOW ACTIVE IN 22 BI6
SHOULPERS FUNDP SCHOOLS. SOMETIMES,
ALL IT TAKES IS A NUDGE. A WORD OF
ENCOURAGEMENT. SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES IN
YOU WHEN OTHERS DON'T. THAT'S HOW YOU FIND
AMAZING ABILITIES WHERE OTHERS SAW ONLY
CHALLENGES. ALL ARE WELCOME IS MADE POSSIBLE
THROUGH FOUNPING AND CONTINUING SUPPORT
FROM BILL ANP KATHLEEN LYNCH, WITH THANKS
ALSO TO R JAY AND JENNY FORTNER.




THE MIND-
EXPANDING

POWER OF

E25P!

The Early Elementary School Project—E2SP —is a multi-year

collaboration between The Field Museum, the Chicago Academy
of Sciences/Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, and 10 schools
within the Big Shoulders Fund network. All brought together
by the efforts of Rita and John Canning. Its purpose is to show
how innovative teaching and focused field trips can open the
minds of students to the wondrous world of science. E2SP is
supported in Big Shoulders Fund schools by a grant from PNC.

Z7
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ur Leadership Development

Prograr and Talent Pipeline
help ensure that Blg Shoulaers

fund sehool principels &re

nothing short of incredible.

The Sue and Tim Sullivan
nlzes

Felllousship Progremt recod
top performnd prinelpals
while providing g@rr@%@ssﬁ@m@(t
Jevelopment and stipends 0

retain the best (eaders. The

(sthieen &nd John Sehreler

Foundation fissistant Princlpal

Residency builds (eadershi
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A' \ 1 One of the awesome strengths of Big Shoulders Fufid schools is
g \ "‘*"‘1 _ e that many of our students and alumni return to their communities N
( - — N to help others as they were helped. To make a difference. Like Luis, R\
gCHOLARg PERFORM N - N J%“ N a St. Rita student and Beeson Scholar who created and ran a summer
= N L e \ N basketball camp for six- to nine-year-olds from St. Gall. And Dr. Scholl

' ' ,»"" Scholar Alex, who helped lead the Boys and Girls Summer Basketball
- Camp at De La Salle Institute.




Seethefuture
n5dimensions! o

helps schools improve
educational climate and
culture. Created by the
University of Chicago, it
correlates with student
academic outcomes and
is now helping 20+ Big
Shoulders Fund schools
see a brighter future.

UILDING BRIDGES T0 TOMDRR()W

The Big Shoulders Fund Summer
Bridge Program, as part of the
Mazza Foundation High School
Support Program, helps prepare
students for the big leap from
grade school to high school. They
keep their feet firmly on the ground
even as they make great strides
into a stronger future.

35
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LOOK! UP IN THE SKY!

IT'S A BIRD! IT'S A PLANE!
IT'S A QUPER GROUP OF STUDENTS!

Big Shoulders Fund schools

are about so much more than
developing better students.
They’re about developing better
people. When other people notice
the results, it's really quite super.
Here's a note from an airline
passenger whose journey was
made far more enjoyable by some
young fellow travelers on their way
home from a summer enrichment

| program at Beth and Bruce
/ | White’s Brush Creek Ranch. The
J program is possible thanks to the
( Kazma Family Foundation and
the students’ travel supported by

United Airlines.

\ | was in Denver when a group
of your kids were on my flight to
Chicago. The flight happened
to be delayed three-plus

hours but they were absolutely
amazing during the delay and
flight. Kudos to those kiddos
and the leaders with them, ’

THE NOT-JUST-US LEAGUE

A MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

wgamlv “pow!" "goOM!"

HOLY IMPACTH THIS
ORGANIZATION HAS
DELIVERED MORE OF A
PUNCH FOR BOOD THAN
WE COULD HAVE EVER
IMAGINED.

WEAK KNEES HERE N )
CH\?AOGO. THE "BI6 SHOL\LVERSS
OF OUR HEROIC SL\PPOR'\'SESEASE
AND SCHOOL COMMUNITIE s
THEIR SUPERPOWERS 70 Fo
CHALLENGES HEAD ON FOR
A BRIGHTER FUTURE.

In any league of superheroes, leadership plays a vital role shaping vision and purpose on the path to
a better future. But with Big Shoulders Fund, the true heroes are the students. Through hard work and
perseverance, they are realizing their awesome potential and amazing strengths in our schools every day.

35
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Z/Z WEST VAN BUREN STREET, SLUITE 900
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60607
3/12-75/-8337
BIGSHOULPERSFUNRORG

Big Shoulders Fund is a tax exempt,
charitable 501(c)(3) organization.
©2019 Big Shoulders Fund





