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2018 year-END review

EVERYONE NEEDS A SUPERHERO.
SOMEONE WHO SAVES THE DAY

WHEN ALL SEEMS LOST.
WHO BRINGS HOPE

WHEN TIMES FEEL HOPELESS.

Fortunately, 20,000 Big Shoulders Fund school children have you. 
Your mild-mannered generosity has turned the Big Shoulders Fund into a powerful force for good.

Working side by side with principals, teachers, families, 
and the students themselves, you form an unstoppable team. 

Lifting schools. Elevating entire communities. 

And creating the next generation of superheroes 
y helping their young dre m  t ke  ight

TOGETHER, WE ALL SOAR.
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What began 33 years ago 
as an organization with 

a singular focus of raising 
$10 million...

 Scholarships • Operating Grants                                       Patrons Program • Auxiliary Board • Chairmen’s Advisory Council • Big Shoulders Fund Math initiative • volunteerism • student enrichment • leadership development program • college access + support • alumni advancement • inclusive education program • stem initiative • teacher development program • data analysis initiative • covered schools • Early High School Bridge Programs • Innovation/technology • After-school programs
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...has transformed into a mighty 
force with a diverse set of 
capabilities that help power 
schools and students to bold new 
heights. To date, Big Shoulders Fund 
has raised A WHOPPING $375 MIllion.

 Scholarships • Operating Grants                                       Patrons Program • Auxiliary Board • Chairmen’s Advisory Council • Big Shoulders Fund Math initiative • volunteerism • student enrichment • leadership development program • college access + support • alumni advancement • inclusive education program • stem initiative • teacher development program • data analysis initiative • covered schools • Early High School Bridge Programs • Innovation/technology • After-school programs
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WonderWomen + SuperMenWonderWomen + SuperMen
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EY ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETITION AND 
BETTER BEGINS WITH YOU AWARD GLOBAL FINALIST 

BOARD MEMBER LEE HENDERSON

ERIKSON INSTITUTE BARBARA BOWMAN 
LEADERSHIP FELLOW AND

THE CHICAGO COUNCIL ON GLOBAL 
AFFAIRS EMERGING LEADER

STAFF MEMBER REBECCA LINDSAY-RYAN

LOYOLA FOUNDERS AWARD 
PRINCIPAL CHRISTINE BOYD
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WonderWomen + SuperMenWonderWomen + SuperMen

NCEA LEARN. LEAD. PROCLAIM. AWARD
PRINCIPAL DENISE SPELLS

THESE REMARKABLE 
WOMEN AND MEN HAVE 
WORKED WONDERS THAT 
EARNED RECOGNITION 
FOR THEMSELVES AND 
THEIR SCHOOLS.

CHICAGO IDEAS WEEK STUDENT AMBASSADOR AND 
STADDLE CAMP JUNIOR COUNSELOR

STUDENT SUSI

ALL-STATE AND 
ALL-CHICAGO 

CATHOLIC LEAGUE 
STUDENT FRED
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Lift Entire 
Communities!

Vicente Del Real is leading a powerful 

movement with the Latino Outreach Program 

and Enrollment Marketing. At schools like 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, a dynamic new Parent 

and Community Engagement effort is generating 

momentum that energizes entire communities.
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Fantastic  
Fellows

The Big Shoulders Fund Fellowship Program 
enlists help from college students skilled in 

marketing and communications to help accelerate 
enrollment growth in Big Shoulders Fund schools.

Drawing from Big Shoulders Fund alumni, this 
summer’s Fellows spurred fantastic growth:

5%  
higher  
enrollment

243  

additional  
prospective  
families

bsf_annual_2019.indd   11 6/19/19   3:15 PM



12
2018 year-end review

S U M M O N  T H E  F O R C E S  O F  G O O D .
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The Big Shoulders 

Fund Covered Schools 

Initiative partners with 

local communities to 

create a dynamic duo 

that protects against 

school closings with 

immediate financial 

support and long-term 

planning. 

The results are 

a beacon of hope: 

Improved academic 

outcomes and 

enrollment and 

decreased deficits.

S U M M O N  T H E  F O R C E S  O F  G O O D .
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Lab
Experiment 
Goes 
Shockingly 
Right!

Big Shoulders Fund 
Innovation Leader Kristin 
Ziemke partners with 
teachers and staff  at the 
Academy of St. Benedict 
the African and St. Ann 
School to create a  exible 
inno ation lab off erin  
students cutting-edge 
resources and experiences 
like Newsela, Dash and 
Osmo, Girls Who Code, 
FlipGrid, SeeSaw, and 
Wonderopolis. Students 
emerge with super new 
STEM strengths.

Look for more 
Big Shoulders Fund 
inno ation labs comin  
to a school near you!

Initial labs supported by 
GATX and Valor Equity 
Partners.
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Add on other new 
renewable scholarship 

programs-like the Berens Family 
Scholarship, Kieras Scholarship, 

Leonard H. Lavin Honorary 
Scholarship, St. Philip Neri 

Scholarship, Henry Sethness 
Memorial Scholarship, Tengelsen 

Family Scholarship, Chris and Priya 
Valenti Scholarship, and Thomas 

Zbierski Scholarship-and a total 
of almost 5,000 students

received scholarship help.

5,000 
opportunities 

to do something 
amazing.

Amazing 
Colossal 

Opportunities!
Incredible 
Shrinking 

Taxes! Big Shoulders Fund 
Tax Credit Scholarships 

do two wondrous things:
They provide tax benefits for donors 

and even greater benefits for students.
more than 1,200 students received 

crucial support from these scholarships 
last year. Another 600 students

benefited from the first-time Opportunity 
Scholarship, which brought in students new 

to Big Shoulders Fund schools with 
a three-year scholarship.
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Help Citizens Prosper!
75%

of Alumni report being 

employed full time vs. 65% 

of adults in the chicago 

metro area

52%
of Alumni live 

in the city
85%

of Alumni live in the 
chicago metro area

bachelor’s or beyond
Comparable age groups

60% 57%

23%
23%

AFRICAN-AMERICAN

BIG SHOULDERS ALUMNI CHICAGO METRO POPULATION

Survey of alumni aged 24–41 from 45 schools.

Help Citizens Prosper!

of Alumni live 
in the cityof Alumni live in the 

chicago metro area

bsf_annual_2019.indd   18 6/19/19   3:16 PM

19
2018 year-END review

Help Citizens Prosper!
Alumni of Big Shoulders Fund schools go on to do big things in their communities. 
With help from the Alumni Advancement Program, surveys have shown our alumni 
go on to vote, donate, volunteer, study, and work at rates higher than their peers. 

38%of Alumni reported volunteering vs. 26% of adults nationally

nearly 75%
of Alumni have donated to 

a charity in the last year vs. 
67% of all u.s. households 

bachelor’s or beyond
Comparable age groups

57%
69%

55%
43%

17%
16%

HISPANIC WHITE

BIG SHOULDERS ALUMNI CHICAGO METRO POPULATION U.S. POPULATION

6 in 10 
have saved for 
retirement vs. 

two thirds nationwide 
in this age group 

who have no 
retirement savings
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masters 
of the media 

universe
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The Big Shoulders Fund Media Literacy and Civics Program, 
generously supported by the Robert R. McCormick Foundation,  
helps students navigate the light-speed world of 24-hour news,  

social media, and digital information overload. Students develop critical 
thinking and a greater perspective of history’s place in an instant age.  

And the role of literature in a time of 280 Twitter characters.

masters  
of the media  

universe
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Throughout the Big Shoulders Fund elementary schools, more  
than 1,000 eighth grade students learn the fundamentals of  
capital and investing, managing stock port olios, and nancial 
career opportunities. Now in its 11th year, the Stock Market 
Program features a system-wide competition to determine which 
class best manages its portfolio. Last year’s winners were from 
Immaculate Conception School on Chicago’s Far Southeast Side.
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Can you 
spot the 

superpowers
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Can you 
spot the 

superpowers

Everyone has 
their own superpower. 

That’s why “All Are Welcome”
is a philosophy we believe in. And 
a program now active in 22 Big 

Shoulders Fund schools. Sometimes, 
all it takes is a nudge. A word of 

encouragement. Someone who believes in 
you when others don’t. That’s how you find 

amazing abilities where others saw only 
challenges. All Are Welcome is made possible 
through founding and continuing support 
from Bill and Kathleen Lynch, with thanks 

also to P. Jay and Jenny Fortner.
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The Early Elementary School Project —E2SP—is a multi-year  
collaboration between The Field Museum, the Chicago Academy 
of Sciences/Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, and 10 schools 

within the Big Shoulders Fund network. All brought together  
by the efforts o  ita and ohn Cannin . Its purpose is to show 
how inno ati e teachin  and ocused eld trips can open the 
minds of students to the wondrous world of science. E2SP is 

supported in Bi  Shoulders und schools by a rant rom C.

The mind- 
expanding  
power of  
E2SP!
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Our Leadership Development 

Program and Talent Pipeline  

help ensure that Big
 Shoulders 

Fund school principals are 

nothing short of
 incredible. 

The Sue and Tim Sullivan 

Fellowship Program recognizes 

top performing principals 

while providing professional 

development and stipends to 

retain the best leaders. The 

Kathleen and Joh
n Schreiber 

Foundation Assist
ant Principal 

Residency builds leadership  

skills in emerging talent. 
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Watch  
SCHOLARS perform  
astounding feats!
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One of the awesome strengths of Big Shoulders Fund schools is  
that many of our students and alumni return to their communities  
to help others as they were helped. To make a difference. Like Luis,  
a St. Rita student and Beeson Scholar who created and ran a summer 
basketball camp for six- to nine-year-olds from St. Gall. And Dr. Scholl 
Scholar Alex, who helped lead the Boys and Girls Summer Basketball 
Camp at De La Salle Institute.
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Using data-driven 

 analytics across key 

 performance dimensions, 

 the 5Essentials Survey 

 helps schools improve 

 educational climate and 

 culture. Created by the 

 University of Chicago, it 

 correlates with student 

 academic outcomes and 

 is now helping 20+ Big 

 Shoulders Fund schools 

 see a brighter future.

BuildING b
ridges to tomorrow.
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BuildING b
ridges to tomorrow.

The Big Shoulders Fund Summer 
Bridge Program, as part of the 
Mazza Foundation High School 
Support Program, helps prepare 
students for the big leap from 
grade school to high school. They 
keep their feet fi rmly on the ground 
even as they make great strides 

into a stronger future. 
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Look! Up in the sky!
It’s a bird! It’s a plane!

It’s a super group of students!
The Not-Just-Us League

A MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

Big Shoulders Fund schools 
are about so much more than 

developing better students. 
They’re about developing better 

people. When other people notice 
the results, it’s really quite super. 

Here’s a note from an airline 
passenger whose journey was 

made far more enjoyable by some 
young fellow travelers on their way 
home from a summer enrichment

program at Beth and Bruce 
White’s Brush Creek Ranch. The 

program is possible thanks to the 
Kazma Family Foundation and 

the students’ travel supported by 
United Airlines.

I was in Denver when a group 
of your kids were on my flight to 
Chicago. The flight happened  
to be delayed three-plus 
hours but they were absolutely 
amazing during the delay and 
flight. Kudos to those kiddos 
and the leaders with them.
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The Not-Just-Us League
A MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

In any league of superheroes, leadership plays a vital role shaping vision and purpose on the path to 
a better future. But with Big Shoulders Fund, the true heroes are the students. Through hard work and 
perseverance, they are realizing their awesome potential and amazing strengths in our schools every day.

“Quick! 

to the Batmobile!!” 

We still have work to do. 

With your help, we will 

continue to build the 

super-network of Big 

Shoulders Fund schools.

The deeds of heroes come 

in all shapes and sizes. 

Each contributes toward 

the ultimate goal. This 

Report captures just 

a small sample of the 

efforts that carry the 

dreams of children.

No weak knees here in 

Chicago. The “Big Shoulders” 

of our heroic supporters 

and school communities use 

their superpowers to face 

challenges head on for 

a brighter future.

“BAM!”  “POW!” “BOOM!”  

Holy impact!! This 

organization has 

delivered more of a 

punch for good than 

we could have ever 

imagined.
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Big Shoulders Fund is a tax exempt, 
charitable 501(c)(3) organization.

©2019 Big Shoulders Fund

212 West Van Buren Street, Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60607

312-751-8337
bigshouldersfund.org
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